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J Hether Zerah the Ethiopian, and bis 
ren handred shoufand men, mention d 
z Chron. 14. 9. were inhabitants 
commorly rake so be Prefter Fobns, or 
she Abyffines or mo? If they were, what might be the di- 
fiance f ‘tween that Countrer and Judea, and thré what Coun- 
srjes mujt they march to ges thither ? 
Aniw, For the number of Zerah's Holt, ‘twill never 
be queftion’d either by thofe who have read the Story 
ot Xerxes, who with an equal, if not a fuperior Num- 
ber, invaded Greece ; nor by any who confider the nu- 
merous Subjects, and vaft Territories of thofe Eaftern 
Monarchs. In anfwer to the Queftion, Whether that 
Erbiopia whence Zerah came were the Abyfines Coun- 
trey, or no? We fay there's neither neceffity that it 
fhou’d be, nor neceflity chat it fhou’d not be fo. For 
the firft ic has been unanfwerably prov'd by feveral 
Learned Men, efpecially Sir Walter Rawleigh, that there 
are two Ethiopia's, or Chus’s ; one what we now call 
Aby fiais, bordering on Egypt on one fide, near the 4ra- 
bians, both of which Nations the Egyptiens were gene- 
rally in League with, as being near kin to ‘em, no farther 
eff than Couzin Germans, the Egyptians trom Mizraim, 
the Erbispizns from Cufb his Brother, both the Sons of 
Canaan. Of the latter fort was Zipporah, Mojess Wite, 
who is call’d an Ethiopian, becaufe her Family was plan- 
ted in that Countrey, and as it were naturalizd among 
‘em: Thefe are alfo feveral times mention’d in Holy 
Scripture, as particularly 2 Chron, 21.16, The Arabians 
which were near the Etbiopians ; which muft be under- 
ftood of thofe which lay near the Holy Laad. But 
where the Ethiopians are mentiond together wich the 
Lubims, or Lyhians their Neighbours, there’s no room 
to doubt but the Afican Ethiopians are thereby intend- 
ed. Thus Eek. 30.5. Exbiopia and Lybia, and 38. s. 
Perfia, Exhiopia, and Lybia: So Fer. 46. and 9. Exhiopi- 
ans and Lybians ; and to name no ‘more, Dan. 11. 43. 
Exypt, and the Lybyans and Ethiopians. Of the former 
fort of thefe, moft Commentators underftand this Ze- 
rab tobe King, namely, the Arabian Chufites or Ethiopi- 
ans, which indeed appears very probable both trom the 
quality of the fpoil the Conquerors got, in the laft 
v. of the Chapter, wherein the Hiftory is related, 
They {more alfo the Tents of Cartels, and carry'd away Sheep 
and Camels in abundance and becaule of the difficulty 
in marching a million of men thro’ fo vafta Tract of 
Ground ; ae notwithftanding all this, we mutt 
confefs we are inclin’d to think they were the African, 
and as we now call ‘em, Abyfinian Ethiopians. Our 
reafon is, becaufe they are joyn’d with the Lubims, 
or Lybians in the next Chapter but one, and the 8b. v. 
Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims ab bof, 
with very many Chariots and Horfemen? (and chat ¢ is was 
their way of fighting, weleara from Heliodorus) which 
Nations are alio mention’d coming to aid the Egypri- 
ans in their Expedition under Sbifbak againft Feru/e- 
lem, with 12000 Chariots and 60 thoufand Horfe- 
men,and the Lubims and the Ethiopians. Nor do we read, 
unlefs we are miftaken, of any Chariots the Arabians 
had, tho’ their Horfe was always ftrong: The difficul- 
ty is, How fuch an Army thoa’d go fo vaft a diftance 
thro! fuch barren Countries. For the diftance, its not 
half fo far as Tamerlan went, and that with a huge 
Army, when he made his progrefs from Samerfand to 
Greece, and ee his Army. Befides, they cravell'd 
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ceeded. For their pafling the Defarts between Egypt 
and Fudes, they might mifs moft of ‘em, and crols o- 
ver 4 8 gars which is fcarce a Fornights march : 
And befides,. how have other Armies often gone the 
fame way in the Wars between the Prolem'’s and Pba- 
ros, and feveral of the Afarick Princes. For the Ca 
mels, Sheep, Tents, ec. The firft is the common car- 
riage of all the Eaftern Nations, Turk andall, to this 
day; the fecond was for Food, the third for Lodging ta 
the Army. 

Queft. 2. What tithe meaning of the word Fame, and 
wherber do you think aman famous er infimous for aa iil 
A&ion ? 

Anfw. Twou'd not much edifie the Querift if we 
fhou'd let him know chat Servias upon Virgil tells us 
Fame is ix cmv utowyand therefore we'll in plain Exgiif 
tell him ‘cisa middle word, or of a dombrful fenificationand 
is taken either in a good or bad fence: the Latin word 
Fama, (from whence to be fure the Englif> Fame) be- 
ing deriv’d as fome think from fande, which fignifies 
(peaking or difcourfing, fo that its no more than what- 
ever is divulg'd, be it good or bad, tho more fairly ‘tis 
deriv’d from the Greek ¢enjen, the 2 Era’s being chang'd 
by a Diale& into Alpha’s, according to the manner of 
the Reman Language, as fome Gramarians obferve, who 
have treated of its Original, tho the matter is ftill the 
lame, and comes from the Verb epiias of the fame fig- 
nification with Fari. Accordingly we feldom meet it 
in good Authors, but with an Epithet to diftinguith ir, 
much after the famne rate with the word Name, whole 
lence is not far different from it: Thus we fay a good 
Name, or an il] Name, and Fama bona, < bone/te, or 
mals. So Horace, Benam deperdere famam ; amd of Cocher 
fide Virgil calls her not only Bad, but Badnels it felt, 
Fama malum, quo non aliud velocius ullum. lnodeed we 
can’t find in any good Latin Author that ‘tis taken 
when by it felfin any bur that middle fence before 
mention d, either for the Heathen Goddefs fo call’d, 
whom thev pleafantly Fable to be born to the Earth, 
on purpofe to publifh the Rogueries of their Gods, af- 
terthey had deftroyed the Gyants, or elie for a greac 
Diicourfe or rumour of any perfon or thing to which 
Fame is attributed, whether good or bad. As for the 
word Fame it felf, we ufe it in our Languages indeed 
fometimes as the Latins did, in a middle Sence, but 
more often, and more properly ina good than a bad 
one — We have a worl that’s fome kin to’t, which will 
illuftrate what we mean, tho’ by a contrary fpeakin 
‘tis notorious, which as all who are acquainted wit 
old Writers know, was formerly ufed ina good Seme, 
and thS now only ina bad, and cho' che Notation or 
Derivation of the word leaves it perfeétly indifferent. 

But here we muft remark once for all, that Ecymo- 
logy or Derivation is no certain Rule for the prefent 
Sence pf Englifh words, or indeed of any other Lan- 

uage; nay not fo much as the ulage of thofewhe have 

in in their time excellent Authors, the propriety of 
words, being purely ex inftituto, or arbitrary, as faras 
we can guels, is to be known frem the prefentule of 
‘em both in refin’d and common Speech, and amon 
good Authers ; and indeed after all, rather to be taft- 
ed than deicrib'd. Thus there the word Famous as well 
as Fame, is ufed by the Latins ina middle Sence, tho’ 
we believe for the moft part in a bad one, contrary to 
Our Englifh, asin Herace, where he brings in old. Luci- 
linus (che Chaucer of the Romans ) attack! Lupus ,wha- 
ever he was, with Famofis verfibus, which we thou'd 
render La ns, or Defamatory Vertes, in which 
Sence the middie Finger is alfo ftiled Famofus Digitus: 
Then for infamous, the Latins and we take in the fame 
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Senge, always for the worfe — Let’s now apply this to 
the Queftion, What's the meaning ofthe word Fame, and 
whether we shink 4 man or infamous for an ill action : 
We reply, pofitive J nt is from the obfervations 
we have made onthe ulage of our Lafguage, ¢ in 
the moft proper and ufual Sence of the word Fame, tis 
taken for the better, and that a Man is only properly 
famous for good a€tions, and infamous for ill ones, and 
that when we call a notorious Villain.a. Man of Fame, 
or a Famous Fellow, its only in our Language, a Ca- 
techreftical, or improper Expreffion, and ufed in an 
lronical manner, as when we lay of a great Rogue, he's 
a fine, or a brave Fellow, tho’ he has perhaps ftood in 
the Pillory, and been whipt in Bridewell. 

Queft.3. A cersain Lady whom I am concerned withal 
I have fworn to continue in my Amours, and wifhed all 
things which I undertake may vever projper, if ever [ ait 0- 
therwile ; befides, 1 have promifedto live fingle, sill it fhall 
pleale God to take her Husband away, and then to marry 
none but ber, I am fenfible that all the time I live in 4 dam- 
nable fin, and now I have the opportanity to marry 4Ver- 
rucus good Woman, but amtimerous, having made juch fo- 
lemn promijes to the other Lady: Pray pleale to give me 
the beft Advice, and you will oblige your Servant un- 
known ? ; 

Anjw. Thisis one of the meft ridiculous and foolith 
Impieties we ever met with; ’tis a breach of the tenth 
Commandment to covet our Neighbours Wile, but to 
covet vertuoufly what is not, or what is difpos'd of 
alieady, which is much the fame, is a contradiction: 
Nor are the Terms or Conditions of the Amour lefs 
foolith,to wit, To marry at the deceafe of ber Husband ; tor 
how knows he that the date of the Husbands Life is 
fhort, or chat the Wife may not dye before che Hus- 
band, or whether his own Lite may not be fhorter 
than either of theirs, for in any of thefe three Cafes 
thére is an impofhibility of performing the faid rath pro- 
mile. The whole Tranfaétion is very wicked and fool- 
ith, and fuch as God has forbidden: So that if to vow 
an ill AGtion is a Sin, to continue in the Action is a 
greater, by fo much as an habituated Sin is worfe than 
a fingle A&. Such Yows oblige no perfons. All that 
can be done, isto leave the Folly, and ask God par- 
don ; nor is the Woman lefs, but rather more to be 
blam‘d than the Man, not only for entertaining his A- 
mours, but becaufe God had already fettled her Con- 
dition, and provided fach a Companion for her as he 
thought convenient. 

Queft. 4. Is is very common, a Perfon being dead, that if 
one that is ignorant thereof fhou'd in a Minute ajterwards 
ask bow the party did, it wou'd be anfwer'd, I hope he 1s 
Happy, notwith/tanding the wonderful diftance between Hea- 
ven and Earth: Now I wou'd know bow far it is to Heaven, 
and how long a Soul is before it gets thither after its fepara- 
tion from the Bedy ? . 

Anjw. This is an intricate fort of-a Queftion, and 
not to be refolv’dto a Demonftration, fince we have no 
intelligence from fuch Souls as have made Experiment : 
However we fhall give out Opinion, and fucha one 
as we hope may not be repugnancto either Scripture or 
Philofophy. 

We have already {poken fomething about the Locali- 
sy or Scituarion of Heaven in our former Papers, and 
we here again offer, That ‘tis very probable there can 
be no fuch a place as a Local Heaven, or a feparate 
place defign'd for the reception of happy Spirits, For 
— of this Affertion, we fhall give thefe two Réafons, 

irft, God Almighty is not at all confin'd, not ty’d to 
this or ¢hat place, but is every where, and this by a 
vertual Contact of his very being, not of the Ema- 
nation of his power, or a Communication of his Attri- 
butes; if it were not fo, he wou'd be finite, Compre- 
henfible, in fhort, he wou'd come ina great manner un- 
der the fame predicament with his Creatures. This 
eonfider'd, that Text which fays, The Soul returns to 
Ged that gave it, can be only thus interpreted, wit. 
that it has finifhe its commiffion in aCtuating its Body, 
and is again at the immediate Difpofal of -its Creator, 
who being every where, there needs no local mstion to 
find him our. () Our fecond Argument is from the 
Nature of a Spirit, which according to the beft defini- 
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tions is 1 Gegitative Subftance, and if fo, Rot to be 
*min’d by place or Matter ; that is, it can't be faid to 
in’ a place Jocally, becaufe it can’t be circumfcrib’d of 
ine in a place, by any material divifion, or limits ; 
thevreafon of it is this, Spirits and Matter cannot be mutually 
paffive ; that is, tho Spirits can work upon Matter, as 
greater Powers command lefler, yet Matter cannot 
work upon Spirits ; fer a Spirit can as eafily pafs thro’ 
Glafs, Gold, Stones, Wood, oc. asthrough Air. In- 
deed we muft allow, that tho’ Spirits cant be faid to 
be in a place, yet they may be in a fpace, for thus they 
are diftinguifhed from the Nature of God Almighty ; 
by a {pace we mean thus; a Spirit may be faid to be in 
Ger many, when at the fame time it cannot be {aid to be 
in fretand, tho’ we don’t at al] doubt hut it cou’d get jp. 
to Ireland in the hundredth part of aMinute after it leaves 
Germany: All this confider'd, we canc but believe, tj} 
we find better Reafons to the contrary, that Heaven js 
every where, and that Hell is allo every where; we 
mean, that departed Spirits upon their Separation from 
their Body carry their Heaver or Hell with ‘em, to wie, 
a Similitude to the Divine Being in having been holy, 
which is the parent of Happineis, or Heaven ; or Digi. 
militude to the Divine Being, in having been unholy, 
which is the parent-of Unhappinefs, or Hell ; ‘tis noe ar 
all cobe doubted but that a Soul fo foon as it is fepara. 
ted from the Body, has more exact and adequate Con. 
ceptions than it had'whilft in the Body, and by confe. 
= fees it felf naked and without prejudices, and 
nows its future Condition by a reflection of that Habit 
whieh Vertue or Vice has faftned upon it in the Body; 
and accordingly Commences its Heaven or Hell ; If this 
be truth, the Querift is now able to anfwer his own Que. 
ftion ; if itis not truth, we are willing to retract what 
we have here advanc d,as foon as any will fhow us where. 
in this Affertion contradiéts either Scripture or Phile- 
fophy. Butbe itas it will, fince ’tisno Article of Faith, 
‘tis not derogatory tothe Chriftian Religion, nor have we 
advanc’d this upon any other Principle than Speculative 
Philofophy. 
oF TT Firfl, Second 3d.and 4th. Volumes of the Atheni. 
an Mercury, ( relwlving all the moft Nice and 
Curious Queftions propos by the Ingenious of ej- 
ther Sex ) and the Swpplements to ’em ; ( containi 
Extraéts of the moft confiderable Books newly Printed 
in England, and in the Forreign Journals ) Printed for 
Jobn Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey. Where are 
alfo to be had the Préface, Index and 12 Nwmbers alone, 
that compleat the firft 18 Numbers of the 4th. Polwme (in 
which 12 Numbers are refolved many of the Queffions 
lately feat us) Or fingle ones to this time. 


Aobertifements. 


er A N Epitome of the whole Art of War. In two Parts. 
The 1 ft. of Military: Difcipline, the 24. of Fortifi- 
cation and Gunnery. All illuftrated and explained by 
18 Copper plates, curioufly defigned and engraven. Lon 
don Printed for Tho. Axe in Holiday-yard in Creed-lane near 
Ludgate-fireet, and Philip Lee at the Atlas and Hercules im 
Cheapfide, and at his Shop in Weft minfter-ball next the Com- 
mon Pleas, and Edward Pool in Exchange-Alley. 1692. 


*,* There is newly piiblithed the Effigies of Ge 
eral Ginckle, after Mr. Hill in Tork Buildings, Painted 
by the Life fince his return from Ireland, done in Mez- 
zo-Tinto, By Robert Williams over againit the Royad 
Bagnioin Long Acre, fold at moft Print Saops in Losdon. 


GF In Plow-yard, the third Door in Grays-Inn-lane, lives 
Dr. Thomas Kirlews, a Collegiate Phyfician, and Sworn Phy- 
ficiaa in Ordinary to King Charles the Second, until his death ; 
who with a Drink and Pill (hindring no Bufineis ) undertakes 
to Cure apy Ulcers, Sores, Swellings in the Nole, Face, or other 
parts ; Scabs, Itch, Scurfs, Leerctiate and Venerial Difease,expecting 
nothing until the Cure be finifhed: Of the lait he hath cured many 
bundreds in this City, many of them after fluxing, which carries the 
evil from the Lower Parts to the Head, and {0 defiroys many, The 
Drink is 3 s. the Quart, the Pill « s. a Box, with Diredtions ; a bet- 
ter Purger than which was never given, for they cleanie the Body 06 
all Impurities, which are the caules of Dropfies, Gouts, Scurviets 
Stone or Gravel, Painsin the Head, and other parts. With another 
Drink at 1s. 6d. a Quart. He cures all Fevers and hot Diflempers 
without Bleeding, exeept in few Bodies. He gives Lis Opiaisa te 
all that writes or comes for nothing. 
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LON DON, Printed for Soles Weston at the Reves in che Powdsrey. 1691. 


